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To secure popular acceptance of the armaments program, the exis- 
tence of external danger has to be systematically hammered into the 
minds of the people. An incessant campaign of official and semi-official 
prepaganda, financed by both government and big business is 
designed to produce an almost complete uniformity of opinion on all 
important issues. An elaborate system of economic and social pressures 
is developed to silence independent thought and to stifle “undesirable” 
scientific, artistic, or literary expression. A spiderweb of corruption is 
spun over the entire political and cultural life of the imperialist coun- 


try and drives principles, honesty, humanity and courage from political 
life. 


—Paul A. Baran, The Political Economy of Growth, 
(New York: Monthly Review Press, 1957) pp. 129-30 
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